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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
This listing of claims will replace all prior- versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A soil compaction device comprising: 

- a soil contact plate; 

- an oscillator that acts on the soil contact plate, has at least two eccentric masses 
that rotate in opposite directions whose phase relationship can be adjusted relative 
to one another by roeans-af a positioning unit in order to control the direction of 
soil compaction device travel and to steer the soil compaction device in_a yawing 
motion : and 

- at least one manually engageable rotat able power steering control lev^r m^vitva 
eperate^etemem configured to control the positioning unit via an electric sig nal: 

wherein a sensor unit is provided to determine the position of the epeFat-e* power 
gigging control leverelemen* and to produce a signal to control the positioning unit so 
as to control the direction of soil compaction device travel and steer the soil 
compaction device in response to manipulation of the epe&tef power steering control 
IcveretefBefrt, 


2. (Currently Amended) A soil compaction device according to claim I, wherein the 
power stee ring control lever operator-^em&ri£ and the sensor unit are attached to a guide 
handle of the soil compaction device. 

3. (Previously Presented) A soil compaction device according to claim 1 , wherein the 
sensor unit has at least one capacitive, inductive or resistive sensor. 

4. (Currently Amended) A soil compaction device according to claim 1, wherein the 
sensor unit has at least one Hall sensor or a reed contact as well as a transmitting element 
attached to the power steering control lever spp^tAr-^lAttw^ 

5. (Previously Presented) A soil compaction device according to claim I , wherein the 
sensor unit has at least one proximity switch. 
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6. Obviously Presented) A soil compaction device according to claim 1 , wherein the 
positioning unit has a fluid-activated piston/cylinder unit as well as an electromechanical 
valve controlled by the signal from the sensor unit to control a fluid stream at the 
piston/cylinder unit. 


7. (Currently Amended) A soil compaction device according to claim 1 , wherein t 
| fic^ver^e^ are provided that movc independent of 

another and through which the phase relationship of a group of rotating eccentric masse 
be changed. 


8. (Currently Amended) A soil compaction device according to claim .1, wherein the 
power steering control lever eperat^r-element can be tilted away from a spring effect from a 
zero position, and in this zero position its overall force resulting from the rotating eccentric 
masses has no horizontal component. 

9. (Currently Amended) A soil compaction device according to claim 1, wherein* in 
addition to the power steering control leveropet^e^etemef^ a remote control unit is provided 
with a sending unit that can be spatially separated from the soil compaction device and with a 
receiving unit attached to the soil compaction device, wherein a signal can be produced by 
the receiver unit to control the positioning unit. 


10. (Currently Amended) The soil compaction device of Claim 1, further including a 
pair of dampening dements to correspondingly dampen oscillation of the power steering 
control levers operator elem ents. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The soil compaction device of Ciaim 1 0, wherein the power 
steering control levers epefatei^temente are supported by a guide handle coupled to the 
positioning unit, and wherein the dampening elements are disposed intermediate the power 
steering control levers operatei^temeBts and the guide handle. 

1 2. (Previously Presented) The soil compaction device of Claim 1 1 , wherein the 
dampening elements comprise rubber collars. 
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13. (Currently Amended) A soil compaction device comprising: 
a soil contact plate having a guide handle; 
a positioning unit; 

- an oscillator that acts on the soil contact plate, has at least two eccentric masses 
that rotate in opposite directions whose phase relationship can be adjusted relative to one 
another using the positioning unit in order to control the direction of soil compaction device 
travel and to steer the soil compaction device_in_a, yawing moti on; and 

- a n op e rator eteffl^j^abj^ ower steerin g control handle that is mounted on the 
guide handle and that is configured to generate electrical command signals upon manual 
engagement thereof for steering the soil compaction device and for controlling the direction 
of compaction device travel; 

- a sensor unit located remote from the power steering control h andle Apretor 
eta*eft^ wherein the sensor unit determines the position of the po wer steering contro l handle 
epepatof-e4e^en4 and produces a corresponding signal to control the positioning unit in order 
to steer the soil compaction device and to control the direction of soil compaction device 
travel. 

14. (Currently Amended) A soil compaction device according to claim 13 : wherein the 
| Power steering control handle eper-a^e^elemen^ comprises two independently movable 

control handles. 

1 5. (Previously Presented) A soil compaction device according to claim 13, wherein each 
sensor unit has at least one capacitive, inductive or resistive sensor. 

16. (Currently Amended) A soil compaction device according to claim 13, wherein each 
sensor unit has at least one Kail sensor or a reed contact as well as a transmitting element 

| attached to the corresponding power steering control handle opefatoP-elem€flt. 

1 7. (Previously Presented) A soil compaction device according to claim 1 3, wherein the 
positioning unit has a fluid-activated piston/cylinder unit as well as an electromechanical 
valve controlled by the signal from the sensor unit to control a fluid stream at the 
piston/cylinder unit 
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1 8. (Currently Amended) A soil compaction device according to claim 13, wherein the 
two power steering control handles ^imr^^K m0 ve independent of one another and 
through which the phase relationship of a group of rotating eccentric masses can be changed. 

19. (New) The soil compaction device according to claim 13. wherein the power steering 

control handle c o mprises a joys tick. 

2CL — , (New) Th e soii compaction device acco rding to claim 1, w herein the pow er steering 
contr ol l ever co mprises a j oyst ick. 
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